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Japanese Culture & Beauty
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< Snow >

Many international students had never seen
snow before coming to Japan. Do you like
snow now? dJapan has lots of snow on the
Japan-sea side, but in Tokyo area there is
snowfall only once or twice a year. Snowfall
disrupts the traffic network, but we enjoy
snow, and have devised ways to do this from
long time ago. One such example is Yukimi
Shoji (window for watching snow). It is a
uniquely Japanese architectural feature that
allows one to appreciate snow scenery while
staying inside the room. Snow has been con-
sidered in design of gardens also. Kenroku-en
in Kanazawa, one of the top three Japanese
gardens, is famous for its snow scenery. Of
course, snow is very important for agricul-
ture. Melting snow nourishes plants. To
thank Suijin Sama (the god of water) for
snow, we build Kamakura (igloo). Yokote
City in Akita Prefecture, famous for
m heavy snowfall, celebrates Kamakura
Festival on Feb. 15th and 16th every year.
This festival has a history of 400 years!
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The Saitama City Association for Global Awareness (SAGA) held “Kimono Try-on Session” at
Hikawa no Mori Bunkakan in Omiya on Jan. 6™, 2012 . You can try tea ceremony and Furoshiki
wrapping, and visit Hikawa Shrine in Kimono. This year two Malaysian students participated in this
event and they really enjoyed it. Doesn’t she look cute? Why don’t you try it next year?!
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Send your writings! |



http://r0.prcm.jp/gazo/i/cVRfja

=0 * LWV ER S ENERM4ETHORB LIV AX— N LET,
LIESo@EERLLKX e e
1) [EEI—F] BffanEd,
= T REITER ORI L, EEEFrSe, fERMEHMOETEZA, E-ZHEO
A 72 E OIER AR D AN o CRAF SN D O TT,
2) EFHRATFRSNET,

<&H>E>
2/5(R)M2/7(JOIZEFIDBFER

F—HEAERINET, BNT DAL, EBRER | EBHE (RFREHFEIND D)
BERIBE P A L TCEAL, = S iz i . S

S . 3) (A7 LEAEFTFA ] ORIENEAINET,
K ATHE L A Sk HE% 1 EW\N;H ARTOEEZ T 5= OICHEAETL5AT
- JFAIE UCHAERT A2 TR AMLENR 72 £,
RL—7 ITRKENSHIIIHE=RICK

B esak L TA SR A T XD — & Ao ASE xmEm EEN—F  us nizsisersco

o i
TURNER ELIZABETH

{18

H. 3A24BETOF ETHELTLET, AT AT S, TS e .
BIEERKIZ AL =HB TR 4 (1L A ‘ il
RE)DT7 ATV EALERFDRETT, A EEE
FOUSATROER DD, 23, BE — mmﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ: e i ot
BT THIF TS, EDCHLMATIN B %! saxefl ) ppm@hcss
e X HER EFXEEROFANIALL E, N LAREEND
FLOEBH— R EShETS, mcd,

K BEZEEDN D OB *
A%, A v Rrv7 O S4. Arwindra Rizgiawan & AZREORIEA % #3

MMLTHEE L,

{2 KR TIFIE @A v N3V T, WET VT EEICALET D EE, ADF2E3 T

Ao BENITS Y UBINIET DY INVZ THDH, A FRVTDO LI, BEZ 490\)(/)%/,%4)

NFERILICEST LD KMEE Lo TEIT A TH R, ERp 2 &8, 1T

=, . Fibﬁ?un ii’u fL FE. T L CRASZ VLS TH D, ZNOHDSEMEZ ZRA v

New Year in Indonesia
§ Indonesia is an archipelago country located on the equator, in southeast part of
| Asia. The geographical condition creates multicultural society in Indonesia, that
is evident in almost every aspect of daily life. New Year celebration is one such

4 | aspect. There are three new year celebrations in Indonesia worth to be men-

2 tioned, since the government officially acknowledges them by making those
days as national holidays.

First, Gregorian new year, this is new year day which we celebrate on the 1°*' of January every year.
Mostly young people celebrate this day, and it is a more modern cultural celebration rather than a religious celebration. Musical
shows, fireworks, and other fun events are held to celebrate the new year eve. Recently, with the increasing popularity of social
networks, people have started to share their new year resolutions with their friends, families, and beloved ones.

Next is Islamic new year day. Indonesia is a majority Islam population country so Islamic culture is more or less assimilated
in Indonesia’s culture, including its new year day. Itis celebrated at the first day of Islamic calendar, we call it as 1 Muharram
day. Different from Gregorian new year celebration, Islamic new year celebration is a more religious celebration. Unit communi-
ties hold gatherings and discussions in the Mosques as spiritual feed for their soul. It is a more “quiet” celebration, | think.

Last, but not least, is Chinese new year day. Since 2001, the government started to acknowledge this day as national holiday
to respect Chinese ethnic population in Indonesia. Although only Chinese ethnic population cel-
ebrates this occasion, everybody can feel the excitement of this day. Business centers, and
shopping malls are decorated with Chinese red accent and a variety of events are held to cele-
brate this day.

Though various new year days exist, each with its own style of celebration, all convey the same
message which is to contemplate and to strive to be a better person in the coming years.
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